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In “once in a lifetime” ceremony
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New Corps Dredge Goetz christened

With an appropriate
amount of pomp and
ceremony and an equal
amount of fun, the Army
Corps of Engineers
Dredge Goetz was
christened June 24, at
Levee Park in Winona,
Minn. With a tent
covered platform barge
separating them, the
Goetz was moored nose- £
to-nose with its predeces- =~ 3
sor the Dredge Thomp-
son, which will soon end
70 years of channel
maintenance.

When it was placed in
service in 1937, the Corps hoped
for a 50-year service life for the
Thompson.

Named for Bill Goetz

The new dredge was
named for long-time St. Paul
District chief of Construction-
Operations William (Bill) Goetz,
who retired in 1990.

His wife Alice was on
hand to break a ceremonial
bottle of champagne over the
cutter head as both dredges
blew their whistles. Following
the hour and a half formalities,
Mrs. Goetz and her family later
took a tour of the new vessel.

The Goetz had a shake-
down of sorts in the days leading
up to the christening at it worked
with the Thompson to do chan-
nel deepening in preparation for
the drawdown in Pool 5. The
new dredge is one of only 10
owned by the Corps of Engi-
neers and the only major
cutterhead dredge in the fleet.
At full capacity it is capable of

pumping 1,000 cubic yards per
hour a distance of two miles from
a cut.

The Thompson will remain
close to the newer vessel in
working condition as a backup. It
will also serve as living quarters

for the crew until a quarters barge

and a towboat to move the Goetz
are completed. Eventually the 70-

vear-old dredge will find a perma-

nent home at the Maritime Heri-

tage Society, a nonprofit organiza-

tion in Winona.

Goetz more efficent

The Corps says the

new dredge will be more
efficient and environmen-
tally friendly because there
are virtually no hydraulic
systems onboard that could
leak into the river. AC
motors driven by Caterpillar
engines at a very low
1,200-rpm will power all the
dredge pumps, winches,
spud carriage and hoist. It
is expected that will mean
less fuel used and longer

engine life.

As did the Thompson, the
Goetz will maintain 850 miles of
the Upper Mississippi River, 355
miles of the Illinois River and 24
miles of the St. Croix River.

The Dredge Goetz:
- is 225 feet long by 39 feet wide
and eight feet deep, with a five-
foot draft;
- has a 22-inch diameter suction
pipe with a 20-inch diameter
discharge-pipe;
- has 4,010 total installed horse-
power:
- is not self-propelled, like the
Dredge Thompson;
- does not have quarter facilities,
like the Thompson.
- The St. Paul District will get the
Motor Vessel General Warren in
2006, and the Quarters Barge
Taggatz in 2007.

Above: The Goetz and Thompson at
Levee Park. Below: Mrs Goelz
breaks a champagne bottle on the
new cutter head.




Executive Director’s
Report...

As the old saying goes, “the
devil is in the details™ and so it
seems to be with the pending
Water Resources Development
Act (WRDA), or more specifically
some of the amendments being
offered before congress went
home for a break.

LAWMAKERS WENT
home for the 4 without taking
action because of a matter dealing
with health care for military
reservists. We expect that
WRDA will be back on floor
calendars when Senators and
Representatives come back the
week of July 11.

In the meantime, UMWA
joins other river industry groups in
urging our members to contact
their individual representatives to
remind them of the need for the
bill and to express concern about
one amendment in particular.

Specifically, among the
several amendments that could .
Several amendments were offered
Wednesday that could jeopardize
1,200-foot chambers specified in
the legislation. But one is of
special worry.

WHEN YOU TALK to your
delegation, mention the Flake/
Blumenauer amendment #5. [t
would be especially damaging to
the much needed improvement
process. Provisions include: (a)
Amends the Mississippi River-
Illinois Water Way Project, allow-
ing construction of locks and dams
to proceed only if 35 million tons of
commodities are processed on
average for 2007-2009; (b) and
requiring the implementation of an
appointment system to schedule
and prioritize barge traffic, a
notification report, and a re-
evaluation report.

MANY OF THE ideas
contained in these and other
amendments have already been
shown to be unworkable at best
and downright silly at worst. For
example, conditional tonnage
‘triggers’ or a requirement for
‘scheduling.” Scheduling is espe-
cially puzzling because a study of
scheduling as a non-structural

option is already written into
WRDA.

Most frustrating is the fact
that the usual suspects are once
again peddling misinformation.

IT HAS BEEN a long
winding channel to get to this point,
and as an organization, it is impor-
tant that our members let elected
officials know what WRDA will
mean to the industry, to their
shippers and ultimately to the
overall economy.

Pool 5 drawdown
visible to drivers

Travelers along the river road
above Winona, Minn., can readily
see the difference made by a 1.5
foot drawdown in pool levels. The
drawdown in
Pool 5 started
on June 20,
and is sched-
uled to
continue
through the
end of Sep-
tember.

The
Corps of
Engineers
says it sees a
70% chance
of success
with the
drawdown,
which is being
done to help
re-establish
aquatic grown in backwaters and
along shorelines. The Corps is
passing out an information sheet
and questionnaire to towboats
moving into the pool.

Pool 5°s drawdown served as
a kind of shakedown for the
Corps’ new Dredge Goetz. At the

Al Christopherson,
president of the River
Resources Alliance and Lee
J. Nelson, president of
UMWA have invited mem-
bers of their organization to a
reception for the Inland
Waterway Users Board. The
occasion is the 49™ meeting
of the board.

The reception will take
place Tuesday, July 26, 2005,
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the

Radisson Riverfront
Hotel Saint Paul, 11 East
Kellogg Blvd. If you haven’t
sent your RSVP, you can call
651-776-3108 or email
umwa@qwest.net.

start of the summer-long draw-
down, the Corps reported 165,000
cubic yards taken out of the
channel to ensure safe passage for
navigation. Some marina access
dredging was also done by Por-
table Barge Service.

Left: a view of the Dredge
Goetz and part of Pool 6

above Winona.






